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MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 1 OCTOBER 2019 AT 
5.30 P.M. IN THE NUNSMOOR CENTRE 
 
PRESENT:  Susan Pownall (in the Chair), Krys Gaffney, Nick Coster, Sue Johnson and 
Steve McDonnell. 
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Sue Brophy and Tony Whittle. 
 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS COMMITTEE MEETING held on 3 September had been 
distributed to Committee members.  There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 
CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 
A banner advertising the Moorside show had been produced by Bealim Signs and had 
cost in the region of £50; SP would obtain a quotation from them for a multipurpose 
banner that could be used for various Moorside activities.  The member on plot 49 had 
asked whether she could plant a silver birch in the butterfly area; there was no objection 
to this request.  The Food Bank had made a request for the association's surplus 
produce and SP would provide a box for members' donations.  TW and SJ had put 
together an application for funding from the LNER Community Fund; their quotation 
included provision for seating, trellising, fencing and a powered trolley but they did not 
expect to know the result of their application until (probably) January 2020.  The disabled 
plot would need updating; it was likely that the next tenant may have a visual disability. 
    
SECRETARY’S REPORT 
KG had received the second half of the site rental demand for £2,483.03 from the 
Council. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
NF was not present at the meeting. 
 
TRADING HUT MANAGER'S REPORT 
Trading Hut takings for September amounted to £242.83.  SP gave SJ the £5 prize that 
Moorside had won for coming 4th as the best large site in the City Show. 
 
COMMUNITY PLOT UPDATE 
Richard Littlewood had updated the committee by email about progress on the plot.  
Timber for the boundary fencing had been obtained and the member on the 
neighbouring plot would contribute towards half of the construction cost.  A manual for 
Fire Friday on 8 November had been prepared covering all aspects of organisation and 
safety; two gazebos would be erected on the path for the event and SM would carry out 
all the necessary risk assessments for the evening.  SP would ensure that the lights in 
the ladies' toilet were in working order.  The plot needed to raise enough revenue to  
break even / be profitable. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY UPDATE 
SM confirmed that he had received all the required risk assessments.  He was still 
waiting for new noticeboards. 
 
WAITING LIST, LETTINGS AND INSPECTIONS 
There were 36 people on the waiting list; there had been no inspection prior to the 
committee meeting due to the meeting with the Wartime and Intake allotment sites.  SP 
had received responses from some of the members whose plots had been causing 
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concern.  The member on plot 92 wanted to bring in a helper who was studying 
permaculture but who wanted to chop down trees; SP would consult with her and TW. 
 
SHOW GROUP REPORT 
The 2020 Moorside show would take place on the weekend of the Great North Run, on 
12 September.  Pat Francis would like to buy a new marquee for next year's event, but 
the association would need to be careful about future expenditure; she was considering 
stepping down as show secretary. 
 
NAWG MATTERS 
Several members of the committee had attended a meeting with the Wartime and Intake 
allotment sites on 1 October.  A list of questions to be put to the Freemen arose from the 
meeting; Mark Todd would organise this.  However, it was clear from the meeting that 
financially, Moorside would be standing alone. 
 
There being no OTHER BUSINESS, the meeting closed at 6.40. 
 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next Committee meeting will be on Tuesday 5 November at 5.30 p.m. in the 
Nunsmoor Centre. 
 
 
KG 
1 November 2019 


