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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY  
19 FEBRUARY 2020 AT 7.30 P.M. IN ST JAMES’ AND ST BASIL’S CHURCH 
HALL, FENHAM HALL DRIVE, FENHAM 
 
The meeting was attended by 31 members and Susan Pownall was in the Chair. 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Eamon & Isabel Moloney, Steven 
McDonnell, David Vincent, Nick & Gina Coster, Beverley Sawyer, Ros Eason, Pat & Tony 
Francis. 
 
2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held in January 2019 had been 
circulated to the membership.  There were no matters arising from the minutes and they 
were accepted as a true record of that meeting. 
 
3. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR 2019 
The report had been circulated to the membership. Susan Pownall (SP) gave a summary of 
the changes which would take place following the transfer of the management of allotment 
sites from Newcastle City Council to Urban Green Newcastle. However, the management of 
Moorside, as one of the Wartime sites, would transfer to the Freemen from April 2021, 
postponed for a year as the Freemen needed to serve a 12 months’ notice on Newcastle 
City Council and this had not yet happened. Each site will have its own lease. The Freemen 
have advised that there will be no concessionary rents for the unwaged or retired 
plotholders. 
Skips will not be provided by Urban Green except for the clearance of derelict plots. SP 
emphasised that the Free Bench should not be used for dirty or broken items and 
plotholders are responsible for the removal of rubbish from their own gardens. 
SP remarked that the Accounts, to be presented by Nicola Francis, showed a healthy 
position but as we don’t know what the future would bring we should continue to be thrifty. 
The Plant Scheme continues to thrive and Sue Johnson and Stan Tortoise had started 
sowing ready for April opening. 
Surplus produce from the plots will continue to be donated to a Food Bank and thanks were 
given to Beverley Sawyer for her jam making which provided additional funds for the Shop. 
The shop continues to expand and striving to supply more organic products. SP looks for 
competitive suppliers and hence has a new bird food supplier. Lower prices can be passed 
on to our gardeners. New shop volunteers are always welcome. 
2019 was the first full year for the Community Plot and volunteers dug, planted and tidied 
and had donations of plants, fruit trees and bulbs from plotholders. The Moorside Shop 
donated manure and soil improver for raised beds. 
The Annual Show will be organised again by Pat Francis who urges everyone to take part. 
The City Allotment Competition will again take place at the end of June. 
 
4. TREASURER’S REPORT AND ACCOUNTS 
The Treasurer, Nicola Francis, presented the Accounts and reported there was little change 
from the previous year. Expenditure was lower, mainly because of low maintenance and 
water bills.  Fiona Thoburn, a professional accountant, had reviewed the accounts and 
congratulated the Treasurer on their accuracy and presentation. Frank Lightfoot thanked her 
for her input. Newcastle City council will continue to maintain fences and tree management. 
 
5. MOTIONS AND RENT FOR 2019 
A motion was proposed to accept the Treasurer’s recommendation that the rents for 2020 
would be £80 per full plot (£65 concessionary) and £40 per half plot (£32.50 concessionary).  
This motion was carried. It was noted that one quarter of the members receive concessions. 
 
6. COMMUNITY PLOT 
Details are covered in the Chairman’s Report. 
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7. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE FOR 2020 
Prior to the AGM, the following had been proposed and seconded for Committee 
membership:  
Sue Brophy, Nick Coster, Krys Gaffney, Frank Lightfoot, Richard Littlewood, Steven 
McDonnell, Susan Pownall and Tony Whittle. In addition, at the meeting Nicola Francis and 
Sue Johnson were proposed and seconded for Committee membership. They were all 
elected to the Committee. 
The next committee meeting will be on Tuesday 3rd March. 
 
8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Trees need to be inspected by the Council for any remedial work, except fruit trees. It had 
been noted that no skips would be provided under Urban Green except for the clearance of 
derelict plots but some members may club together to hire them for themselves. They are 
too expensive for the Association to hire. Scrap metal can continue to be collected by a 
scrap merchant. 
A question arose regarding the manure area being a distance from some of the gardens. It 
was confirmed that individual gardeners or a group could purchase their own and have it 
delivered to the further end of the site. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.20 p.m. 
 
KG 
February 2020 


